
Dr. James Karmel, Professor of History at Harford, 
is spearheading a three-year student research and 
oral history endeavor on the role that Harford 

County played in the civil rights movement. The project 
involves the development of curriculum, community 
partnerships, and digital material on Harford County's 
20th century civil rights history. It is designed to deepen 
students’ understanding of literary works and local and 
national history and broaden community awareness of the 
region’s contribution to the civil rights movement. Funded 
by a $97,118 National Endowment for the Humanities 
grant, the “Active Learning and Student Engagement 
in the Humanities: Understanding the Civil Rights 
Movement in Harford County, Maryland” project is also 
intended to stimulate student interest in such humanities 
disciplines as English and history. 

The program will run from 2019 to 2021 and involve 
students, faculty and staff in producing digital history 
and a mobile application. Approximately 400 students 
will research old newspapers, government records, 
photos and archives and develop written reports; conduct 
oral history interviews; and engage in other project 
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HCC’s Harford Civil 
Rights Project hosted 
Mr. Willie Stamps this 
fall in a presentation, 
“Remembering Hospital 
Segregation in Harford 
County.” He recounted 
his experience in 1960 as 
a young husband dealing 
with segregation at Harford 
Memorial Hospital that 
led to the deaths of his 
wife and baby. He later 
became a civil rights leader 
in pursuit of legal justice to 

end racial discrimination in the workplace.

activities through their 
History, English, and 
Computer Information 
Science classes as well 
as HCC’s My College 
Success Network and 
Soar2Success programs. 
Three themes will be 
covered: the desegregation 
of Harford County Public 
Schools, the desegregation 
of businesses and 
government facilities, and 
equal job and housing 
opportunities. The project 
will both create new content 
on these crucial aspects of 
regional history and tie it to 
current events by focusing on 
parallels between the African-
American civil rights movement 
of the 20th and 21st centuries. 

Along with the faculty scholars and 
student support staff who comprise the project 
team (pictured to the right at the Hosanna School), Dr. 
Elizabeth Nix, Associate Professor at the University of 
Baltimore, and Dr. Jennifer Erdman (A.S. ’03), Acting 
Associate Dean of the School of Arts, Sciences and 
Business at Notre Dame of Maryland University, serve 
as consultants. Community partners engaged with the 
College in the effort include the Harford County Public 
Library, Havre de Grace Colored School Foundation, 
Historical Society of Harford County, Hosanna School 
Museum, Lillie Carroll Jackson Civil Rights Museum at 
Morgan State University, and Visit Harford. 
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Dr. James Karmel records an oral history interview 
of Mr. Stamps conducted by u.S. History II student 
Michael Brown.

Members of the Harford Civil Rights Movement Project Team conducted a 
site visit of the historic Hosanna School Museum in darlington, Md early on in 
the project: (l-r) dr. Lisa tittle, Colleen Webster, Sharoll Williams-Love, Jennifer 
MyersSmith, Jenny Jakulin, Michael dixon, dr. James Karmel, Mark Brock-
Cancellieri. not pictured: Mark dencler and Jennie towner

The “Understanding the 
Civil Rights Movement in 

Harford County, Maryland” 
project is made possible by 
a grant from the National 

Endowment for the 
Humanities.

Interested in participating in an oral history 
interview for the project? Do you have any 
relevant photographs, documents, or other 
records that you’d be willing to share? 
If yes to either or both questions, please contact 
Dr. Karmel at jkarmel@harford.edu or 443-412-2105.


